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Executive Summary 

The overall aim of the NEStOR project is to create a flexible, multilingual, modern and 

attractive medium, a Web Radio, through which transnational educational cooperation 

across Europe will be facilitated. In order to support this, important studies will be carried 
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out on the European education policy dimension, the pedagogics and also the need to foster 

media literacy to schools. It will provide a Web Radio, safe and user friendly even for 

students with special educational needs; it will be enriched with interdisciplinary teaching 

materials for school education at a European level; it will be integrated in modern 

educational requirements. The project will provide the educational community with the 

necessary tools for the cultivation of communication skills, participation of every European 

learner to a public radio program and the exchange and dissemination of cultural elements 

through the Student Radio. The NEStOR project will highlight the European dimension of the 

exiǎǘƛƴƎ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ wŀŘƛƻέ ό http://europeanschoolradio.eu ), which has  been 

operating in Greece for the last six years with great success.  

   

The aim of is to develop a useful booklet for all the stakeholders and partners, and especially 

for educators and school students so that everybody involved in the project will have a 

common reference and understanding.  

The booklet facilitates two purposes, the one is to provide the basic understandings namely 

the main concepts, terms and definitions of the Web Radio, and the second is to provide 

specific guidance to educators and students, on how to create radio productions (shows etc) 

and also code of conduct for radio producers, which acǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǘƛǉǳŜǘǘŜέΦ 

Introduction 

The aim of this section is to provide the intellectual output 1, Activity 1, Task 1 Radio and 

Web Radio Terms, Definitions and Radio Etiquette ς A Booklet.  This part of the Intellectual 

Output 1 named - WEB RADIO MODEL, ACTIVITY and Activity 1 named Web Understandings. 

A thorough analysis of the current operating network web radio and platform, European 

School Radio, Greece, HTTP://EUROPEANSCHOOLRADIO.EU  

1.1 Scope 

The present document is the Deliverable 01/A1/T1 which creates a useful booklet for all the 

stakeholders and partners, and especially for educators and school students.  The booklet 

facilitates stakeholders to have a common understanding of the issues involved with 

NEStOR.  

The booklet in particular, provides definitions and also guides and a radio etiquette for the 

web radio producers. In more details, it provides the basic understandings namely the main 

concepts, terms and definitions of the Web Radio, and the second is to provide specific 

guidance to educators and students, on how to create radio productions (shows etc) and 

ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǘƛǉǳŜǘǘŜέΦ 

1.2 Audience 

The intended audience for this document is the NEStOR consortium (including school 

partners), the NA Agent (IKY), the European Commission, and the public interested in this 

project. 
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1.3 Target Groups 

The target group of this report is all the web radio producers namely the educators and the 

school students. In addition, all other partners and stakeholders that have any interest in 

NEStOR and has been identified for the project before (in the proposal or other documents). 

 

1.4  Content Management 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ by the project deliverables within the project 

lifecycle. This project deliverable is due to Month 6 and submitted for the first assessment 

seminal report.  

1.5 Structure  

Table of Contents 

Chapter 1 - Understanding Concepts, Terms and Definitions 

1.1 Terms and Definitions 

1.2 Concepts 

2.2 What would the Web Radio for Schools Involve? 

 

Chapter 2 - Making Happen: Guides and Guidance 

2.1 The producer at work 

2.2 Radio Presentation -Voice and sounds 

2.3 Guides and Rules for School Radio Show Production 

2.4 Preparing ŀ άŦƭƻǿέ κ άŎǳŜέ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ 

2.5 School Radio Team ς Overall Actions 

нΦс /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘƻǊǘ άǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǇƻǘέ - A quick guide 

2.7 A Short Radio etiquette (broadcast etiquette) 

2.8 A Radio etiquette (mainly on Live shows) 

APPENDICES  



  

2016 1 EL01 KA201 023575   É NEStOR Consortium 
 P a g e | 6 

Table of Contents 
Chapter 1 - Understanding Concepts, Terms and Definitions ................................................... 9 

1.1 Terms and Definitions ......................................................................................................... 9 

¢ƘŜ άwŀŘƛƻέ........................................................................................................................ 9 

Sound ................................................................................................................................. 9 

Sound effects ................................................................................................................... 10 

Radio Programme ............................................................................................................ 10 

The Studio ........................................................................................................................ 10 

Microphone ..................................................................................................................... 10 

The Loudspeaker, the Headphones ................................................................................. 10 

The mixing panel ............................................................................................................. 10 

The Radio Industry ........................................................................................................... 11 

A Radio Producer ............................................................................................................. 11 

 Production Director ........................................................................................................ 12 

A Broadcast engineering ................................................................................................. 12 

The Qualifications of a Radio Producer ........................................................................... 12 

Presenter ......................................................................................................................... 13 

Radio Reporter ................................................................................................................ 13 

Radio Listener .................................................................................................................. 14 

Station Manager .............................................................................................................. 14 

Web Player ...................................................................................................................... 14 

Radio Advertising ............................................................................................................. 14 

More Radio Roles and Job Descriptions .......................................................................... 15 

The Internet ..................................................................................................................... 15 

1.2 Concepts ............................................................................................................................ 17 

Webcast ........................................................................................................................... 17 

Web and mobile streaming services ............................................................................... 18 

Radio Devices .................................................................................................................. 18 

Types of Radio Broadcasting ............................................................................................... 19 

Analog Radio .................................................................................................................... 19 

Digital Radio ..................................................................................................................... 19 

Technopedia explains Internet Radio .................................................................................. 19 

How Does It Work? .............................................................................................................. 20 

The source ....................................................................................................................... 20 

The server ........................................................................................................................ 20 



  

2016 1 EL01 KA201 023575   É NEStOR Consortium 
 P a g e | 7 

The listener ...................................................................................................................... 20 

Types of Web Radio ............................................................................................................. 21 

Radio Format ....................................................................................................................... 21 

 Music radio .............................................................................................................. 21 

 old time radio .......................................................................................................... 21 

 all-news radio .......................................................................................................... 21 

 sports radio .............................................................................................................. 21 

 talk radio and ........................................................................................................... 21 

 weather radio .......................................................................................................... 21 

The Radio Show ................................................................................................................... 22 

2.2 What would the Web Radio for Schools involve? ............................................................. 23 

Radio Shows and User Profile Management ....................................................................... 23 

Registration ..................................................................................................................... 23 

Managing Profile ............................................................................................................. 24 

Radio Schedule / Reservation System ............................................................................. 24 

Types of Radio Shows ...................................................................................................... 24 

Uploading Recorded Shows ............................................................................................. 24 

Live shows........................................................................................................................ 24 

Collaborative radio productions ...................................................................................... 24 

Radio Show archive - Podcast .......................................................................................... 24 

Web Radio Programme ................................................................................................... 25 

Streaming - Audition ........................................................................................................ 25 

Web Radio Community ....................................................................................................... 25 

Help, Learning Material and Educational Scenarios ............................................................ 26 

Wiki, forum, chat, helpdesk, webinars. ........................................................................... 26 

Usual Roles in School Radio Teams ..................................................................................... 27 

The Future of Radio ............................................................................................................. 28 

Chapter 2 - Making Happen: Guides and Guidance ................................................................ 29 

2.1 The producer at work ........................................................................................................ 29 

The assignment................................................................................................................ 29 

Preparation ...................................................................................................................... 30 

Rehearsal ......................................................................................................................... 30 

Preparation for the studio ............................................................................................... 31 

Performance with artists ................................................................................................. 31 

Radio Producers ς Simple rules ........................................................................................... 31 

Simple Rules .................................................................................................................... 31 



  

2016 1 EL01 KA201 023575   É NEStOR Consortium 
 P a g e | 8 

A useful check-list ............................................................................................................ 32 

2.2 Radio Presentation -Voice and sounds .............................................................................. 33 

Presentation on the radio ................................................................................................... 33 

Characteristics of a Good Radio Voice ................................................................................ 33 

Pace - Rythm .................................................................................................................... 33 

Pronunciation / Articulation of speech ........................................................................... 34 

Using your voice / Intonation .......................................................................................... 34 

Feelings - Emotions.......................................................................................................... 34 

Variation of the voice tone -Intonation ........................................................................... 34 

Breathing ......................................................................................................................... 34 

Silence - Long Pause ........................................................................................................ 34 

2.3 Guides and Rules for School Radio Show Production ................................................... 35 

нΦп tǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ άŦƭƻǿέ κ άŎǳŜέ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ....................................................... 37 

2.5 School Radio Team ς Overall Actions ............................................................................ 38 

Managing Profile ............................................................................................................. 38 

Prepare your radio shows ............................................................................................... 38 

Prepare and schedule your radio shows ......................................................................... 38 

Radio Show archive - Podcast .......................................................................................... 39 

Streaming - Audition ........................................................................................................ 39 

нΦс /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘƻǊǘ άǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǇƻǘέ - A quick guide ...................................................... 39 

How to do this? ............................................................................................................... 40 

Audacity ........................................................................................................................... 40 

Online Resources: ............................................................................................................ 41 

Useful Equipment: ........................................................................................................... 41 

Lastly... ............................................................................................................................. 41 

2.7 A Short Radio etiquette (broadcast etiquette) .............................................................. 42 

2.8 A long version of the Radio etiquette ........................................................................... 43 

APPENDICES ............................................................................................................................. 45 

APPENDIX A - Radio job descriptions and job titles ............................................................ 45 

APPENDIX - B How to start and host an online radio station? ............................................ 45 

APPENDIX C - Examples of Web Internet Radio .................................................................. 45 

APPENDIX D - Other Resources ........................................................................................... 45 

 

 



  

2016 1 EL01 KA201 023575   É NEStOR Consortium 
 P a g e | 9 

Chapter 1 - Understanding Concepts, 

Terms and Definitions 

This first chapter has the aim to be a helper of the basic understandings for the main concepts, terms 

and definitions of the Web Radio, so that everybody involved will have a common reference and 

understandings. First, the reader will find a list of definitions, not in alphabetical order, but in a 

meaningful one that makes more sense, in a natural flow. Later, a more detailed analysis of the 

concepts involved is attempted in order to go deeper in the meanings and concepts.  

1.1 Terms and Definitions 

¢ƘŜ άwŀŘƛƻέ  

¢ƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǊŀŘƛƻέ
1
, the noun pronounced in UK  κ ǊŜ⅝ΦŘƛΦ₳⌡κ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 

US  κ ǊŜ⅝ΦŘƛΦƻ⌡κ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ άǊŀŘƛƻǎέΦ Here are the meanings: 

-a piece of electronic equipment used for listening to radio broadcasts: exaƳǇƭŜǎΣ άŀ ŎŀǊ ǊŀŘƛƻέΣ άL 

ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻέΦ 

- the programmes that you hear when you listen to the radio: examplesΣ άL ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘέΣ άL Řƻƴϥǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƳǳŎƘέΦ 

- the system or work of broadcasting sound programme for the public to listen to: ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ έŀ local 

radio ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ά{ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ Ƨƻō ƛƴ ǊŀŘƛƻέΦ 

-a piece of electronic equipment that can send and receive spoken 

messages or signals, or the messages or signals that are sent or 

received: examples έ²Ŝ sent a message over the radio/by ǊŀŘƛƻέΣ 

ά¢ƘŜ children got radio-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǘƻȅ ŎŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέΦ 

The use of wireless for popular broadcasting was a consequence of 

the world war of 1914-18. The fighting services needed improved 

equipment and large numbers of wireless operators; hundreds of 

thousands of men were trained in wireless signaling. It was these 

men who on their return to civil life led the demand for 

broadcasting services.
2
 

Find more on Radio and History in 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/radio  

Sound 

We hear as a result of the pressure waves set up in the air by vibrating objects. These pressure waves 

impinge upon our ear-drums causing them to vibrate at the same frequency as the source and with 

proportionate amplitude. But for our ears to detect these pressure changes they have to be within a 

                                                           
1
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/radio  

2
 Aspinall Richard (1971), Radio Programme Production:a manual for training, UNESCO,Published in 

1971 by the United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, pp15 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0000/000012/001245eo.pdf  
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certain range of frequencies and have sufficient intensity. 

The range of frequencies heard by human beings is known as the audio spectrum and it embraces all 

the frequencies between about 20 and 20,000 Hz. The actual range of the spectrum, however, varies 

from one person to another
3
. 

 

Sound effects 

Sound effects are any sound, other than music or 

speech, artificially reproduced to create an effect in a 

dramatic presentation, as the sound of a storm or a 

creaking door
4
. Any producer regularly engaged should 

set about building a small collection of sound effects; is 

not costly to acquire and can generally be built up from 

junk. In addition, on the Internet there is a plethora of 

free sound effects, paid or free. 

Radio Programme 

An item broadcast between stated times on radio or television. 

The Studio 

The studio-suite: is the studio and its associated control centre 

and works as the workshop of broadcasting. A thorough 

knowledge of its characteristics and facilities is essential for any 

radio producer
5
.  

Microphone 

An instrument capable of capturing sound waves and to 

generate or modulate with them an electric current or voltage 

usually for the purpose of transmitting or recording sound (as 

speech or music)
6
. 

The Loudspeaker, the Headphones 

The loudspeaker is generally a high-quality unit giving faithful 

reproduction of studio and recorded sounds. The Headphones, is an 

earphone held over the ear by a band worn on the head to listen to 

live or recorded audio
7
. 

The mixing panel 

                                                           
3
 Ibid, pp38 

4
 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/sound-effect 

5
 Aspinall R(1971), as above, pp37 

6
 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/microphone?s=t 

7
 Aspinall R(1971), as above, pp46 
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The mixing panel, sometimes called the audio control desk, control console is the central feature of 

any studio. It may be a simple unit built by station engineers or a large professionally manufactured 

piece of equipment. Its basic functions are: to switch and mix various sound sources, to master 

control the overall gain, to measure the gain. There are analog and digital or hybrid types of mixing 

panels
8
. 

The Radio Industry 

The "radio industry"
9
 is a generic term for any companies or public service providers who are involved 

with the broadcast of radio stations or ancillary services. 

 

Radio broadcasters can be broken into at least two different groups: 

 

Public service broadcasters are funded in whole or in part through public money. This may be through 

money received directly from the government, or, as in the UK, through a license fee. The license fee 

is typically protected by law and set by the government, and is required for any household which 

contains equipment which can be used to receive a TV signal. 

 

Commercial broadcasters (also called Independent Local Radio in the UK) are largely funded through 

the sales of advertising spots on their radio station. Commercial stations are often quite local, and 

may have some public service commitments within their permit. 

 

In the UK, the radio industry regulator Ofcom are looking to establish a third tier of radio, called 

community radio. These radio stations will be fairly small and run by community groups. 

A Radio Producer 

Someone is responsible for every programme that goes out on the air whether it is a simple record 

programme, a talk or discussion, the news, an outside broadcast, a musical performance or a drama. 

In the broadest sense the man or woman responsible for the programme who organises it and brings 

ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΦ ¸Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

best do so by briefly tracing the way in which the role of producer developed in radio broadcasting
10

. 

A radio producer
11

 oversees the making of a radio 

                                                           
8
 Ibid. pp48 

9
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_industry 

10
 Aspinall R (1971), as above, pp.61 

11
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_producer 
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show. There are two main types of producer: audio or creative producer and content producer. Audio 

producers create sounds and audio specifically. Content producers oversee and orchestrate a radio 

show or feature. The content producer might organise music choices, guests, callers for talk radio or 

competitions, timings, and overall show content. They also may produce recorded content, from 

shows to radio commercials and commercial bumpers. 

 

The role of a radio producer may also include that of a board operator or technical operator who may 

operate the technical controls (sound volume levels, recording software, switchboard, etc.) for 

another person, the on-air talent. The producer often used to be in a separate control room, usually 

separated from the radio studio by a window, which allowed visual contact while blocking noise. 

Nowadays this has changed in some ways
12

. 

 

Some producers involved in the field of radio are also sometimes known as "production directors", 

"creative producers", "imaging specialists", or even "imaging producers". This type of radio producer 

primarily creates and produces audio content for a radio station or radio network. Some examples of 

their work are promos (promotional, commercial-like audio clips), jingles and various other audio 

clips, better known in the radio business as "imaging". 

 

Production Director  

Many radio stations and regional groups of 

stations have their own production director 

who may oversee any of the above listed 

responsibilities daily. Most large radio groups 

have their own in-house creative production 

team, who produce audio for more than one 

station across the group, or even across a 

country. 

A Broadcast engineering  

is the field of electrical engineering, and now to some extent computer engineering and information 

technology, which deals with radio and television broadcasting. Audio engineering and RF engineering 

are also essential parts of broadcast engineering, being their own subsets of electrical engineering
13

. 

 

The Qualifications of a Radio Producer 

The qualifications required of a producer, bearing in mind the development of the craft, may be 

summed up as follows. 

 

The radio producer should have: a good grasp of the language in which he works so that he can edit 

scripts and advise speakers on correct pronunciation, a manner which wins the co-operation of 

artists, a skill in instructing and directing other people at the microphone, a good general knowledge 

                                                           
12

 https://camerondale.wordpress.com/2012/05/17/radio-roles/ 
13

 https://camerondale.wordpress.com/2012/05/17/radio-roles/ and also 

http://creativeskillset.org/creative_industries/radio/job_roles  
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and an interest in community affairs, a sense of responsibility, the ability to take the initiative and the 

enthusiasm to experiment, a creative turn of mind and a flair for showmanship, an ear for sound and 

the ability to conceive ideas in terms of sound, a thorough knowledge of the technical facilities and of 

the techniques of radio, a specialist interest. 

The outline makes no reference to educational qualifications although some are implied. On this 

matter it is worth noting a Unesco recommendation regarding the recruitment of broadcasting 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΥ ΨtǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ possession of certificates should not be mandatory. 

The emphases should be on talent, creative ability and an aptitude for broadcasting. 

 

Presenter 

A radio or television presenter is a person who introduces the items in a particular programme
14

 

This could be the radio producer him/herself or another person who acts on behalf of the producer 

on reading texts and news on the microphone. 

These persons, the Radio Presenters, are the voice of a station or programme, whether they work in 

speech-based or music Radio. They create the tone and style of radio output and establish a 

relationship with listeners. They may work for public, commercial or community radio, on local or 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΦ ! wŀŘƛƻ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Řǳǘies vary 

depending on the programme or station.
15

 

 

Radio Reporter 

Radio Reporters identify and research news 

stories then present them on air to a wide 

                                                           
14

 http://creativeskillset.org/job_roles/270_radio_presenter 
15

 ibid 
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range of different audiences. They may report live from events as they unfold, or record and edit 

material to create pre-recorded items for inclusion in news bulletins, or produce longer features or 

documentaries. 

 

Reporters may work for a variety of different outlets, ranging from single local radio stations to 

international news organisations and their related websites. They may be part of a small local team, 

or based in a regional or national newsroom, or in a foreign bureau. Some Reporters may also work 

from home.  

 

Some of their work is office or newsroom-based. However, they are expected to spend much of their 

time out and about gathering information, witnessing and recording events, and interviewing those 

involved
16

. 

 

Radio Listener 

The Radio Listener, is Who listens to radio broadcast (WordReference.com)
17

. 

 

Station Manager 

The job title of Station Manager varies throughout the industry but is most relevant to local radio. 

 

In commercial radio the job title Station Director may also be used in reference to the manager of a 

local or national station. In some organisations a Regional Director may have responsibility for more 

than one station. Most stations also have a programme Controller or Programme Director. In radio 

station such as the BBC the job title Editor for Local Radio is used for local station managers, who may 

also be supported by assistant editors. The BBC's UK wide radio networks are led by a controller 

supported by a sizeable management team
18

. 

Web Player 

!ƭƭ ²Ŝō wŀŘƛƻǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǿŜō ǇƭŀȅŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƴŘǎκƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

shows that the radio station transmits over the Internet. 

 

Build a stunning web player for your station and embed it directly into your website at the click of a 

button. 

Radio Advertising 

Commercials of various lengths that run on radio 

station
19

. 

 

                                                           
16

 http://creativeskillset.org/job_roles/271_radio_reporter 
17

 http://www.wordreference.com/engr/radio%20listener 
18

 https://app.hiive.co.uk/job-roles/radio/sales/station-manager/ 
19

 https://www.entrepreneur.com/encyclopedia/radio-advertising 
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More Radio Roles and Job Descriptions 

Find more about job titles/description in Appendix A. 

 

Copyright 
Commercial stations require two music copyright licenses in order to broadcast licensed music. These 

are negotiated by representing record companies and performers and or music publishers and 

songwriters for Music. Of course, the schools may use a common license for each country while the 

school web radio may arrange that with a central approach; this can give a perfect solution for any 

άǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜō ǊŀŘƛƻέΦ Read more on Copyright in Appendix D. Of course, using music produced by 

students themselves is another good idea to avoid any copyright issues.  

The Internet 

The Internet
20

 is generally defined as a global network connecting millions of computers or the large 

system of connected computers around the world that allows people to share information and 

communicate with each other: 

Information
21

 is facts about a situation, person, event, etc. while communicate
22

 is to share 

information with others by speaking, writing, moving your body, or using other signals. 

                                                           
20

 http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/I/Internet.html 
21

 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/internet?q=Internet 
22

 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/communicate 
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1.2 Concepts  

 

The Internet Radio, the Web Radio 

Internet radio
23

 is an audio service that uses the Internet as a distribution medium of broadcasting 

instead of the traditional radio waves. The proper term used for internet radio is webcasting, as it is 

not actually broadcast through wireless signals. It is a form of streaming media where content is 

usually provided live instead of being prerecorded like some podcasts. 

Since the project is a project about the Web Radio here is a definition
24

: An audio broadcasting service 

that is transmitted through the Internet.  Broadcasting 
25

  is to simultaneously send the same message 

to multiple recipients.  

 

Webcast  

Webcast means
26

 to use the Internet communication technologies 

to broadcast live or delayed audio and/or video transmissions, much 

like traditional television and radio broadcasts. 

Podcast
27

, is a radio programme
28 that is stored in a digital form that 

you can download or play online internet and play on a computer or 

                                                           
23

https://www.techopedia.com/definition/3108/internet-radio  
24

 http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/I/Internet_radio.html 
25

 http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/B/broadcast.html 
26

 http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/W/Webcast.html 
27

 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/podcast 
28

 ñRadio Programmeò, is a broadcast on television or radio, examples, ñIt's one of those arts programs late at nightò. ñIt's 

my favourite TV programmeò - I never miss an episode., http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/programme 
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on a music player (i.e. MP3player). 

Web and Internet radio is similar in nature to Internet broadcasting, also called webcasting. However, 

those listening to the continuous stream audio broadcast have no control over the stream, similar to 

traditional radio broadcasting. Many radio stations worldwide offer their broadcast via Internet radio 

to a worldwide audience.  

Platforms, blogs, news, advertisements.  

Web Radio also need to have a complete platform for audio and data content management and 

display and also communication and information services. Most likely, they offer cross digital 

platforms for the web and mobile including studio tools, content management and revenue 

opportunities for radio managers and producers and also for the users/listener to control what they 

hear and see and also interact with the radio producers or other users/listeners. Usually, the platform 

includes a blog to engage the users/listeners. In addition, they provide some newsfeed from the 

music industry or general news that interests the audience and also user subscription services. In 

order to have revenue opportunities web radios in most cases host advertisements 

(eg.www.eradio.gr). Some web radios, especially the ones that have a specilisation, usually provide 

specific articles or other dedicated information, for example the Global Bach Community, 

http://www.bach-net.org/podcast.aspx  

Web and mobile streaming services 

There are popular streaming services such as the likes of SoundCloud behave a little like a subscription 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǘƻƻΧƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ Ǌǳƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 

intuition, but sites such as YouTube, Vimeo, Vevo and all the rest encroach on radio territory too. 

YouTube may be a video site, but it can also be used as a radio-like platform, letting you subscribe to 

other users and queue up audio to listen to in bed. Of course, there are also satellite streaming 

services such as the SiriusXM
29

 

Radio Devices  

Today dedicated hardware devices, commonly called Web radio or Internet radio appliances, can be 

purchased that connect to a home network and then to the Internet to play live audio streams. 

Internet radio is also called e-radio. 

 

                                                           
29

 http://www.siriusxm.com/ 
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Types of Radio Broadcasting30 

The term broadcasting means the transmission of audio or video content using radio-frequency 

waves. There are two basic types, the Analog and the Digital Radio. 

Analog Radio 

Analog radio consists of two main types: AM (amplitude modulation) and FM (frequency modulation). 

Analog radio station frequently feeds only one transmitter and referred to as an AM station or an FM 

station in the U.S. But it is quite possible for a station to feed both transmitters in a similar area, or to 

feed more than one transmitter covering different areas. In either case, AM or FM refers only to a 

particular transmitter and not to the entire station. The latter arrangement is becoming widespread 

throughout the U.S. 

AM radio uses the long-wave band in some nations. This 

long-wave band comes with frequencies that are fairly 

lower than the FM band, and having slightly different 

transmission features, better for broadcasting over long 

distances. Both AM and FM are in use to broadcast audio 

signals to home, car, and moveable receivers. 

 

Digital Radio 

Four standards for digital radio systems exist worldwide: 

IBOC (In-Band On-Channel), DAB (Digital Audio Broadcasting), ISDB-TSB (Integrated Services Digital 

Broadcasting-Terrestrial Sound Broadcasting), and DRM (Digital Radio Mondiale). All are different 

from each other in several respects. 

Many radio stations are now using online streaming 

audio services to provide a simulated broadcast of 

their over-the-air signals to web listeners. A 

broadcaster may also offer additional online audio 

streams that are repurposed, time-shifted, or 

completely different from their on-air services. 

Because no scarcity of bandwidth or obligation for 

licensing of online services exists, broadcasters may 

offer as many services as they wish. Unlike over-the-

air broadcasting, web distribution is delivered to end-

users by the third-party telecommunication providers 

on a nationwide or worldwide basis. 

 

Technopedia explains Internet Radio31 
Internet radio refers to audio services that are transmitted via the Internet. Most are associated with 

a traditional radio station that simply streams its content over the internet in simulcast with 

                                                           
30

 https://beonair.com/types-of-radio-broadcasting/ 
31

https://www.techopedia.com/definition/3108/internet-radio  
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traditional radio signals. Many AM and FM radio stations are now streaming on the web and this truly 

live internet radio. This is a growing for many radio companies.  

Other internet radio stations are independent. The beauty of internet radio is that it has a global 

reach. Anyone, anywhere with a PC, mobile device and web browser can to connect to an internet 

radio station. 

Internet radio may also refer to standalone devices that connect to the internet via Wi-Fi or a local 

area network (LAN) in order to stream Internet radio audio services. These devices are usually shaped 

like traditional FM radios for nostalgia, while some manufacturers use a modern design approach.  

 

How Does It Work?32 

 
Online radio is either pre-recorded MP3 files or live, via-a-microphone broadcasts that are streamed 

over the Internet.  

With online radio, you are not limited to one geographic area or dependent upon syndication 

partners picking up your show in order for it to be heard. It can be heard all over the world. 

 

There are three elements to workable online radio. 

The source 

 which is you. You add sound such as clips, inputs from CDs, live voice and so on. 

The server 

  such as Shoutcast through Shoutcheap.com. They mix it all together, put it into a format that 

can be streamed and send it out through the Internet sound waves at the click of a link. 

The listener 

 ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎΦ 

 

 

                                                           
32

 https://blog.crazyegg.com/2013/10/01/ultimate-guide-online-radio-work/ 
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Types of Web Radio 

There are many types of web radio, with the basic difference being of web radio for Commercial 

(profit making) and the ones that are Non-commercial (not-for-profit). Here are some more types
33

 

1. Commercial/national radio - The big stations on your radio such as BBC in the UK, or 

owned by media companies, conglomerates and subject to imposed playlist restrictions 

and other commercial-focuses directives.  

2. Internet radio / podcasts - Some stations broadcast 24/7, others are accessible more 

like podcasts. 

3. College/non-profit radio - Generally these are independent small concerns, where 

the DJs pick their own playlists entirely 

4. Community radio - Related to the above, community stations tend to be intensely 

local in flavour, and have a wide mix of programme apart from just music.  

5. Satellite radio - Multiplexes like Sirius and XM in the States work similarly to cable 

TV, in that there are many different stations with their own unique programme.  

Some idea on how to start your own (experimental) web radio can be found in appendix B.  

Radio Format34 

A radio format or programme format (not to be confused with broadcast programme) describes 

the overall content broadcast on a radio station. Radio formats are frequently employed as a 

marketing tool, and are subject to frequent change.  Such Format include the following describe 

the operation of different genres of radio format: 

 Music radio 

 old time radio 

 all-news radio 

 sports radio 

 talk radio and  

 weather radio 

 

Formats constantly evolve and each format can often be sub-divided into many specialty 

formats. Some of the following formats are available only regionally or through specialized 

venues such as satellite radio or Internet radio. 

 

The Music orientated format involve: 
                                                           
33

 https://www.digitaldjtips.com/2012/01/the-5-types-of-radio-station-and-how-to-dj-at-all-of-them/ 
34

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_format 
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Pop/Adult Contemporary 

 Rock/Alternative/Indie 

 Country 

 Urban/Rhythmic 

 Dance/Electronic 

 Jazz/Blues/Standards 

 Easy Listening/New Age 

 Folk/Singer-Songwriters 

 Latin 

 International 

 Christian/Gospel 

 Classical 

 Seasonal/Holiday/Happening 

 Miscellanies 

Spoken word formats 

 All-news radio 

 Children's 

 Christian radio 

 College radio 

 Comedy radio 

 Educational 

 Ethnic/International[2] 

 Experimental 

 Full-service (talk and variety music) 

 Old time radio 

 Radio audiobooks 

 Radio documentary 

 Radio drama 

 Radio soap operas 

 Sports (Sports talk) 

 News/Talk 

 Weather radio 

 

The Radio Show35 

Radio is still a great technology used to reach a wide audience, whether in your local area or across 

the country. Radio shows can feature music, interviews, journalism, stories, or other audio content 

created or curated by a radio DJ
36

 or host
37

. 

A radio show is any type of programme broadcast on the radio, or on the Internet in the case of 

Internet radio. Radio shows are broadcast in many different formats such as talk radio.  

Listeners phone in to the radio programme to air their views. All radio shows have a host and the 

show is designed to interest the target listener of a certain demographic so that the advertising during 

the show will reach those listeners. 

The show host is given a certain time slot to fill. The main draw to the radio listener is either the 

ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪ ƻǊ ƴŜǿǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘΦ aƻǎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ /ƭŀǊƪ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ {ƘƻǿέΦ  

Radio shows that play music may have one or two hosts that offer little tidbits of information after a 

set of several songs. The hosts also mention the name of the recording artist and sometimes add 

news about the artist. Local news, traffic, school closures and weather updates may also be broadcast 

during a show to keep listeners up to date.  

The hosts also mention the time every so often, usually more frequently on weekday mornings when 

many people listen to the radio while getting ready for work or school. 

Contests help to draw listeners to a radio show and are a good way to get them involved. Talk radio 

                                                           
35

 http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-radio-show.htm# 
36

 A Radio DJ plays music on-air and discusses music, news, or other subjects on the breaks between 

songs[https://www.careersinmusic.com/radio-dj/] 
37

 http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Radio-Show 
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gets listeners involved in the topic and gives them a chance to interact with the host and guests by 

calling in to voice a comment or question. Some shows also include little plays or skits. The idea of the 

radio show as an entertainment venue goes back many decades and predates the invention of 

television. Today, Internet radio shows are becoming more common. Average people can podcast 

their own shows on independent, or indie, Internet radio. 

 

 

2.2 What would the Web Radio for 

Schools involve? 
Based on the experience of European School Radio (http://europeanschoolradio.eu) here is a basic 

description of what a School Web Radio comprises of: 

 Radio Shows and User Profile Management  

 Web Radio User Community 

 Help, Learning Material and Educational Scenarios 

 

Analysis of each of the above, follows in the next sections. 

 

Radio Shows and User Profile Management  
 

Registration 

The involvement of a radio team will have to follow the process of registration in the Web Radio 

platform (http://europeanschoolradio.eu/ύ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά{ŎƘƻƻƭέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ ! ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
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registration process for the account. The registration should be completed by an educator/teacher 

who is responsible/accountable for the School. During the process a username and password is given. 

Only authorised and registered persons have access to the profile. Every other teacher who registers 

is necessarily associated to a specific school account.  

Managing Profile 

The authorised teacher can manage the account/profile and also regulate the school activities for 

every school participant. Visitors can have a complete view of the various activities of a school: profile 

description, activities, a list of the producers, a broadcasting history (podcast), etc. 

Radio Schedule / Reservation System 

The Web Radio platform offers a function for booking any web radio show for every school. This is 

done with a specific rational and following various restrictions either subject, school level, availability, 

genre or educational zone, etc. The system provides also repetitions of booking in certain days in the 

future, depending on the radio show type. More on this function, in later section. 

Types of Radio Shows 

Three types of recorded radios shows can now be played on European School Radio: 

1. Short radio message (spot) up to 3 minutes  

2. Short thematic show (dedicated to only one subject) up to 15 minutes  

3. Scheduled, Long radio ǎƘƻǿΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ όрсΩύΣ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ όммнΩύΦ  

 

Uploading Recorded Shows 

School recorded radio productions are uploaded on the main platform via a special function. Every 

show can be coupled with appropriate picture or description. 

Live shows 

School radio teams can schedule a live show as long as they have prepare it properly and is 

broadcasted live under the supervision of the teacher in charge. After the broadcasting it can be 

uploaded on the podcast archive for future reference and availability. 

Collaborative radio productions 

Schools can create and broadcast collaborative shows. The web platform serves as a database either 

to search or communicate and share ideas and messages between schools in order to create these 

shows. 

Radio Show archive - Podcast 

All radio shows on the Web Radio program after their 

broadcast, are placed immediately the historical record of 

the platform. Transmitted audio files (podcasts) is the 

"treasure" of the web radio from where guests have the 

opportunity to search for them using search filters with 

various criteria. 
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Web Radio Programme 

The Web Radio broadcasts a complete radio program, 24 hours and 7 days. The program is tailored to 

the needs of a student radio and includes musical bands with different musical genres, various 

educational or entertaining zones. It also hosts social messages produced by schools, original or cover 

songs by students and material of the competitions organised by the student radio. 

The implementation and monitoring of the organization of the radio programme (music, bands, 

jingles, spots), is on the hands of a leading administration group (Radio Station Directors or 

Administrators) for this purpose. The radio automation is accomplished with a radio automation 

software (such as Jazler
38

 or AirTime
39

). 

Streaming - Audition 

The web radio listeners can hear the broadcast radio streaming  of Web Radio through a specially 

designed player. This player can be integrated to any website. Finally, the flow of Web Radio 

broadcast from popular web services like TuneIn, e-radio and more. 

Important role plays the immediate communication or radio produces with listeners at the time of 

broadcast. This is achieved via a CHAT offered on the web radio platform. To avoid any intruders who 

want to create problems, there is a chat moderator and also spam filter for prohibited words and also 

black lists. 

Web Radio Community 
The web radio provides an area where schools can post anything related to their radio shows or their 

school activities in the radio overall. The teachers in charge can:  

¶ άpromoteέ their following radio shows  

¶ Present best practices in the school or classroom 

¶ To get informed for other school radio teams activities 

¶ To comment, support, praise others or to post or repost anything they like 

¶ ¢ƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άgroupέ areas where working teams with common interests can collaborate or share 

ideas, resources, tasks and responsibilities, start forums, support each other etc. ɲʹ˃ʽˇˎˊʴˇˏ˄ 

ˇ˃ʱʵʶˌ ʶˊʴʰˋʾʰˌ ˁˇʽ˄ˇˏ ʶ˄ʵʽʰ˒ʷˊˇ˄ˍˇˌ ˋˍʽˌ ˇˉˇʾʶˌ ˃ˉˇˊˇˏ˄ ˄ʰ ʶˉʽˁˇʽ˄˖˄ˇˏ˄Σ ˄ʰ 

ʰ˄ˍʰ˂˂ʱˋˋˇˎ˄ ʰˊ˔ʶʾʰΣ ˄ʰ ˅ʶˁʽ˄ˇˏ˄ ˋˎʸʹˍʺˋʶʽˌ όforum)   

¶ Get informed or participate in Contests, Events, educational seminars , special shows, etc  

¶ To make reservations to events  

¶ To ask for help  

¶ To shape their school profile by giving extra information about their participation in the web 

radio, or their school in general. 

In the Community part of the web platform others can participate also such as other educators, other 

pupils and students, parents and guardians, with restricted privileges on access and commenting.   
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 https://www.sourcefabric.org/en/airtime/ 
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Help, Learning Material and Educational Scenarios 

Wiki, forum, chat, helpdesk, webinars.  

Wiki ς User Guide 

'Wiki' is one of the most prevalent term on the Internet.  This term "wiki" actually of "a website that 

allows collaborative editing of its content and structure by its users" is quite the interesting story, best 

told by Ward Cunningham, the father of the modern wiki. 

 

The important part of wikisτwhat makes them different from any other type of websiteτis 

collaborative editing by the users.  To really appreciate what wikis in and of themselves do, we need 

to travel back in time, back to the original days of the web. By looking at what the first wiki was 

intended to do, the current state of wiki software will make a lot more sense.  

 

ñThe idea of a "Wiki" may seem odd at first, but dive in, explore its links and it 

will soon seem familiar. "Wiki" is a composition system; it's a discussion 

medium; it's a repository; it's a mail system; it's a tool for collaboration. We 

don't know quite what it is, but we do know it's a fun way to communicate 

asynchronously across the network.ò Ward Cunningham, father of the wiki. 

 

In Web Radio, Teachers supported online asynchronously eg. https://sites.google.com/site/Web wiki 

site Radiohelp /. There they found the step by step instructions of schools participation. 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ŀ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ DǳƛŘŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ²ƛƪƛΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ 

instructions on steps that must be followed to complete participation in the Web Radio. 

FAQ 

Abbreviation for frequently asked question: a question in a list of questions and answers intended to 

help people understand a particular subject: 

ŜƎΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ C!vǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜέΦ
40

 

Help 

When using the Web Radio platform, teachers can seek to bilingual analytical help - Help found in 

every page describing all actions that can make any point in the application. The online help platform 

clarifies any questions that may be present on its use, completion of forms and functionality of 

applications. 

Forum 

To support ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CƻǊǳƳέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŘ 

questions on various subjects and for all participation process in Web Radio. The School Radio support 

team responds immediately to any questions or technical problems arise. 

Webinars 

For the successful introduction of teachers and students in the overall activity of the student radio 

there are Synchronous and Asynchronous webinars. 

                                                           
40

 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/faq 
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Usual Roles in School Radio Teams 

 

ü Producer / Broadcasters, presenters:  

Members who lead, organise, make the radio broadcasts (music, talks, etc.) 

  

 

ü Programme Flow Modulator: 
Members define when the show or the advertisement spots, will be played making sure that they 

schedule properly following the School Teams will and also the Web Radio rules and conditions. 

 

 

ü Internet and Multimedia:   
Members that aǊŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀŘƛƻ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ ²Ŝō 

Page on the Web Radio platform (Community pages), or on Social Media, such as Facebook, Myspace, 

Tweeter, Instagram, and more. They are also responsible for making sure that all team members 

share information and files or communication among them.  

 

 

ü Journalists/Reporters:  
Are mainly radio producers working on producing the information that will become the texts/scripts. 

Usually they act also as the Script writers or Editors.  

 

 

ü Public Relations, Advertising:  
These members are responsible to promote the radio show and the radio station to the public. They 

communicate also with fans and friends over the Web Page or other Social Media electronic means.  

 

 

ü Technical Support/Sound Engineers: 
Responsible of the technical equipment and the technical issues such as setting up the computer, 

microphones, mixing panels, software, recording, etc.  

 

Many of the roles above may be combined and can be shared among the same persons.  
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The Future of Radio 
Still, as Roy Martin

41
, founder and editor at UK publication Radio Today

42
, suggests that  άTraditional 

FM radio offers reliable sound and has decades of historic listening behind it. Unlike television going 

digital, which offered ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΣ I5¢± ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ wŀŘƛƻ ƻƴ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

offering enough extras to make people switchέΦ 

 

Radio is still a popular medium in America, reaching 59% of the country's population every day. A 

recent article from Forbes magazine
43

 claimed that radio is doing better than ever, despite 

consumer's usage of the newer music streaming platforms. The article stated that the second quarter 

of 2015 had seen the highest number of people tuning in to radio -- ever
44

. 

 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ wŀŘƛƻέ
45
Σ άwŀŘƛƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ 

music-ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘέΦ Lƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ άThat 30-year-old battery-powered work-of-art 

that sits on your bathroom window sill may be what you immediately think oŦ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ΨǊŀŘƛƻΩΣ ōǳǘ 

ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ-listening meet have blurred, 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ-ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƭǳǊǊŜŘέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭƻƎ Řŀȅǎ ƻǊ ȅƻre, it was 

ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜ ΨǊŀŘƛƻΩΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǎŀȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ bƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

Spotify, PandoraΣ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŘŘƛŜŘέΦ 

  

                                                           
41

 https://thenextweb.com/insider/2013/11/27/the-future-of-radio/#.tnw_s0jbXRyA 
42

 http://radiotoday.co.uk/ 
43

 https://www.forbes.com/sites/dougschoen/2015/07/28/radio-the-all-but-forgotten-medium-with-the-biggest-

reach/#9d44eea3a898 
44

 http://www.justmyvoice.com/Blog-Blog/2016/1/Is-Radio-Dead-The-Truth-Behind-the-State-of-the-Radio-Industry 
45

 As above, sub-note 13 
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Chapter 2 - Making Happen: Guides and 

Guidance 

 

2.1 The producer at work46 
 The work of the producer can be broken down into the following four phases: 

 assignment 

 preparation 

 rehearsal 

 performance 
  

The assignment 

This is the programme which the producer has been selected to make. Whatever the assignment it is 

necessary first of all to examine it carefully, making ourselves very sure of the answers to a number of 

questions. 

1.    What is the broadcast supposed to doτis it to entertain, to inform or to educate? 

2.    Who is the programme intended forτgeneral listening or a particular section of the 

audience? 

3.    What is the most suitable way of handling the assignmentτas a talk, an interview, a 

documentary or in some other way? 

Without clear answers to these questions it is difficult to make much progress. 

A programme of popular music pieces/songs intended for a wide general audience may fail if the 

producer/presenter is too talkative and spends too much time between music pieces/songs giving 

information of interest to him but which is of little interest to his audience. This may often happen 

ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀǎ ŀ 

background but has to suffer from a talkative music producer filling time with irrelevant items of artist 

gossip. The producer must be clear in his mind as to which feature of the programme has the greatest 

audience appealτthe music or the talk. Again, an educational programme can fail if the producer 

becomes too involved with entertaining scenes in the programme simply because he likes the 

dialogue or wants to display his virtuosity. Unless the producer has his target audience clearly and 

constantly in mind he can very readily fail to satisfy his listeners. A programme aimed at a special 

section of the radio audience may need to be scheduled for broadcast at a particular hourτa 

programme intended for farmers, for instance, is unlikely to be heard by them if the broadcast takes 

place at a time when they are generally at work. Similarly the kind of approach the producer decides 

upon must be dictated by a knowledge of the target audience. For example, a medical talk intended 

for a general audience must obviously be written in popular terms so that everyone can understand 

                                                           
46

 Based on Aspinall Richard (1971), Radio Programme Production: a manual for training, 
UNESCO,Published in 1971 by the United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
pp15 http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0000/000012/001245eo.pdf 
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it. Careful examination of the assignment may reveal many hidden facets which may change our 

entire approach. An apparently straightforward talk assignment may, on closer examination, appear 

much more suited to documentary treatment perhaps because the scope of the subject is greater 

than we at first thought or because it may be easier to understand as a documentary than as a talk. 

Unless we familiarize ourselves thoroughly with the assignment we cannot easily set about the next 

stage of preparation. 

Preparation 

Briefing.  

Any broadcast is to be written, especially for the talk part,  or a play or documentary τwe 

have to select and clearly understands what is expected. Briefing of everybody involved is necessary, 

too with those chosen the music. The briefing should include all we ourselves know about the 

assignment. It should suggest possible ways of handling the material. The best briefing is generally a 

long chat or brainstorming with everybody to give them the opportunity to discuss the subject and 

develop ideas. At the briefing session we can set down, too, the date on which we expect a first draft 

of the scriptτthis date should be set well ahead of the broadcast to allow sufficient time for editing 

and re-writing should this later become necessary.  

Bookings.  

Meantime, while the script is being written or the music is prepared, there are things to do in 

broadcasting house. A tentative booking can be made for a suitable. The time needed should be 

carefully estimated. A 15-minute talk should not require more than a 45-minute studio booking; a 30-

minute play may need two to three hours depending upon the expertise of the producer and the 

experience of his cast. For certain major productions it may be necessary to book special facilities of 

certain material or special effects. All bookings should be made well enough in. At this stage publicity 

material should also be prepared for use by the announcer and for publication in web radio websites. 

Script editing. Once the script has been delivered it must be read carefully for conformity to the brief 

and suitability for broadcasting. This is tƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

asked to re-write it entirely or to re-write parts of it, or we may want to do this ourselves, with the 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ LŦ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊthwhile to 

coach him in radio writing by showing him how some words are better for broadcasting than others 

and how certain phrases can be spoken more fluently than others. Finally, the script has to be 

properly typed and printed or shared among producers/presenters as files (eg. Using cloud 

technology). It is useless to expect a good broadcast from a hand-written script even if it is a talk 

delivered by the author himself unless he is a very experienced broadcaster. A producer may find that 

he needs to train his typist in the proper layout of a radio script so that it is easy to readτsentences 

should not be broken between two typed pages nor should control instructions for the technical 

operator head a new page.  

Casting.   

That is, to select the appropriate persons for the roles taken in the radio team, presenters, 

journalista, script editors, etc.  

Rehearsal 

There are two distinct kinds of rehearsal: the dry-run, sometimes called a read-through, and the 

microphone rehearsal.  
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The dry-run is a rehearsal held in an office, a conference room or an unmanned studioτthat is a 

studio without the equipment switched on. It reduces the pressure on studios and technical services. 

A straightforward talk may need only one dry-run. 

Change of pace adds variety. In a musical production, pace is varied by a proper arrangement of the 

numbersτa brief fast opening followed by a more gentle mood, then tempo again, sentiment and a 

lively finale. In drama the nature of the action itself sets the paceτromantic scenes call for slow and 

tender playing, violent scenes gain from rapid movement, scenes which point up the plot need to be 

played tellingly.  

Preparation for the studio 

Before attending the studio for a microphone rehearsal or performance the producer should make a 

last-minute check on his organization. Does he have sufficient copies of the script? Pencils? Music 

pieces/songs and CDs, if needed? Stopwatch? Only a badly organised producer arrives at the studio to 

find he must return to his office because something has been forgotten.  

Performance with artists 

The producer should arrive at the studio ahead of his artists and make sure that everything is readyτ

tables and chairs as required for a discussion, drinking water, pencils and note pads. How many 

microphones does he need? What kinds and where are they to be placed? While his artists are 

arriving he can discuss some of the likely technical problems with his operator, but once his artists 

have arrived he must give his full attention to them.  

There are cues to give to different artists, and he must advise his technical operator about coming CD, 

disc or studio cues.  

Radio Producers ς Simple rules 

This chapter has emphasized the importance of organization in the work of the producer, but much of 

this can be reduced to a few simple rules. 

Simple Rules 

1.         Make a full assessment of the assignment. 

2.         Select and brief the contributor; set deadlines for first draft and final script. 

3.         Book studios and other technical facilities. 

4.         Prepare publicity. 

5.         Edit script and cast the production. 

6.         Have the script properly typed. 

7.         Select mood music and sound effects. 

8.         Conduct dry-run. 

9.         Prepare to go to the studio. 

10.       Arrive at studio ahead of artists; advise technical operator of microphone 

requirements; supervise setting up of studio. 

11.       Microphone rehearsals. 

12.       Discuss rehearsals with the operator. 

13.       Give cast the final briefing. 

14.       Pay full attention to the performance. 

15.       Thank artists for their attendance. 
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A useful check-list 

In some studios a check-list along the following lines has been found helpful. You may adapt it to your 

particular needs, and then sufficient copies made so that you have a supply handy for all your 

assignments. 

  

The assignment:  

Purpose of broadcast:   

Target audience:   

Method of handling (talk, interview, etc.):   

Proposed date of broadcast:   

Contributor:   

Dates for first and second drafts:   

Date for final script:   

Facilities required:   

Date and time of read-through:   

Date and time of studio rehearsal:   

Dates and times of effects rehearsals:   

Budget allocated for assignment:   

 

 Checks: 

1.         Have I properly edited the script and written in all control instructions? 

2.         Have I instructed typist as to correct number of copies required? 

3.         Have I selected themes, bridge music, sound effects, CD inserts? Are CD inserts flagged? 

4.         Have I discussed studio and microphone plot with my technical operator? 

5.         Have I arranged note pads, pencils, drinking water for artists (in the case of a discussion or 

panel game)? 

6.         Am I completely familiar with the script? 

7.  Have I marked cues and control instructions? 

8.         Have I sufficient copies of the script? 

9.         Have I forgotten anything? 

 


