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Executive Summary
The overall aim of the NEStOR project is to create a flexible, multilingual, modern and
attractive medium, a Web Radio, through which transnational educational cooperation
across Europe will be facilitated. In order to support this, important studies will be carried
out on the European education policy dimension, the pedagogics and also the need to foster
media literacy to schools. It will provide a Web Radio, safe and user friendly even for
students with special educational needs; it will be enriched with interdisciplinary teaching
materials for school education at a European level; it will be integrated in modern
educational requirements. The project will provide the educational community with the
necessary tools for the cultivation of communication skills, participation of every European
learner to a public radio program and the exchange and dissemination of cultural elements
through the Student Radio. The NEStOR project will highlight the European dimension of the
existing “European School Radio” (http://europeanschoolradio.eu), which has been
operating in Greece for the last six years with great success.
The aim of the deliverable is twofold: (a) to describe well-known projects and networked
European platforms used by the education and school community, such as eTwinning,
Photodentro, Europeana, Open Discovery Space and Learning Resource Exchange and (b) to
describe the context of possible cooperation between NEStOR and the aforementioned
projects.
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1 Introduction
This section presents the scope, the audience and the structure of the deliverable.
Specifically, the scope and the objective that the current document has set out to achieve
are presented in sub-section 1.1. The intended audience for this document is described in
sub-section 1.2, while sub-section 1.3 outlines the structure of the rest of the document.

1.1

Scope

The present document is the “Deliverable 1.2.3: Explore potential cooperation with other
projects and networked european platforms which are already used by the education and
school community, such as eTwinning, Photodentro, Open Discovery Space and Europeana
and other” (henceforth referred to as D1.2.3) of the NEStOR project. The main objective of
D1.2.3 is to describe well-known projects and networked European platforms used by the
education and school community (such as eTwinning, Photodentro, Europeana, Open
Discovery Space and Learning Resource Exchange), and the context of possible cooperation
between NEStOR and the aforementioned projects.

1.2

Audience

The intended audience for this document is the NEStOR consortium (including school
partners), the NA Agent (IKY), the European Commission, and the public interested in this
project.

1.3

Structure

The structure of the document is as follows:
●

Section 2 describes well-known projects and networked European platforms used by
the education and school community, such as eTwinning, Photodentro, Europeana,
Open Discovery Space and Learning Resource Exchange.

●

Section 3 presents the context of possible cooperation between NEStOR and the
aforementioned projects and how their outcomes can be utilized by NEStOR.

●

Section 4 concludes the document.
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2 Repositories of educational and cultural content and
related European projects
2.1

eTwinning

eTwinning (https://www.etwinning.net) is a vibrant community of teachers from all over
Europe, where participants can involve themselves in many activities, from discussions with
colleagues, to carrying out projects together, as well as taking the opportunity to become
involved in a variety of professional development opportunities both online and face to face.
eTwinning is funded by the European Commission under the Erasmus+ programme and over
the 10 years since its launch more than 330.000 people in 145.000 schools have registered.
The main concept behind eTwinning is that schools are paired with another school
elsewhere in the Europe and they collaboratively develop a project, also known as
eTwinning project. The two schools then communicate using the Internet (for example, by email or video conferencing) to collaborate, share and learn from each other. eTwinning
encourages and develops ICT skills as the main activities inherently use information
technology. Being 'twinned' with a foreign school also encourages cross-cultural exchanges
of knowledge, fosters students' intercultural awareness, and improves their communication
skills. eTwinning offers a range of online professional development opportunities at
European level for all members of the community. From experienced eTwinners to new
members everyone has the opportunity to progress professionally in eTwinning.

Figure 1 – eTwinning project home page

The heart of eTwinning lies in a sophisticated digital platform accessible at
www.eTwinning.net and available in 28 languages. The public area is open to everyone and
offers browsing visitors a range of information about how to become involved in eTwinning,
explaining the benefits the action offers and providing inspiration for collaborative project
work. Teachers and school staff can register to gain access to a restricted area called
eTwinning Live. This is the individual teacher’s entry point to the community: it enables
users to find each other through partner finding tools, to share resources, practice and ideas
via its social networking features and to interact collaboratively in projects with their pupils
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and partners through a special tool called the TwinSpace. eTwinning Live also introduces
people to the range of professional development activities.

2.2

Photodentro

Photodentro (http://photodentro.edu.gr) is a family of web-based software systems that
implement a federation of online repositories of digital resources catalogued for educational
purposes, along with a set of open access mechanisms for search, navigation, and webbased interactive playback of resources. Its development started in 2011, as part of the
Greek National Strategy for educational content.

Figure 2 – Photodentro LOR home page

Photodentro Learning Objects Repository (http://photodentro.edu.gr/lor/) is the Greek
National Learning Object Repository for primary and secondary education. It hosts open
learning objects: small, semantically and functionally autonomous, reusable, open
educational resources, tagged with educational metadata. It is targeted to teachers and
pupils and it constitutes a core part of the Greek Ministry of Education digital infrastructure
for educational content for schools. Photodentro LOR currently hosts more than 9.000
learning objects, organized in thematic or other collections. Most of them have been
developed by around 120 qualified teachers, in ten domain-specific workgroups, in the
process of enriching Greek textbooks with digital interactive resources. All learning
resources are freely available to everyone under the Creative Commons’ AttributionNonCommercial-ShareAlike license. Photodentro LOR resources are organized into
collections; collections are grouped into larger communities; a community represents
content contributors working within the same framework or for the same goal. Photodentro
LOR supports browsing, free text search, and faceted search, allowing users to narrow
search results by applying multiple filters, such as learning resources type, educational
context, etc. All Open Educational Resources hosted at Photodentro LOR have been
organized and classified according to their pedagogical use, and are extensively annotated
with metadata according to the Greek LOM Application Profile of the IEEE 1484.12.1-2002
standard for Learning Object Metadata (IEEE LOM).
Furthermore the Photodentro Aggregator (http://photodentro.edu.gr/aggregator/) is the
Greek National Aggregator of Educational Content for schools; it is an online gateway that
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effectively implements a single point of reference for OER targeted to the Greek school
community.

2.3

Open Discovery Space

Open Discovery Space is a European project funded by the Information and Communication
Technologies Policy Support Programme (ICT-PSP). ODS addresses various challenges that
face the eLearning environment in the European context and fulfills three principal
objectives (http://opendiscoveryspace.eu/project). Firstly, it empowers stakeholders
through a single, integrated access point for eLearning resources from dispersed educational
repositories. Secondly, it engages stakeholders in the production of meaningful educational
activities by using a social-network style multilingual portal, offering eLearning resources as
well as services for the production of educational activities. Thirdly, it assesses the impact of
the new educational activities, which could serve as a prototype to be adopted by
stakeholders in school education.
The overall goal of the ODS project is to develop and implement a web-based access point
where teachers can find educational resources made by others. Teachers can readily use
these materials in their own classes, or adapt them to better match their particular
educational context and the capabilities and learning styles of their students. The ODS
repository is accessible through http://www.opendiscoveryspace.eu/. All the educational
resources hosted at the ODS repository are described with metadata according to the ODS
LOM Application profile. The ODS repository host about 819.000 resources which are
available in various languages. The visitor is able to search for resource using various criteria
like, discipline, repository, language, contributor, tags, granularity, type of learning resource,
etc.

Figure 3 – Open Discovery Space homepage
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2.4

Europeana

Europeana (http://www.europeana.eu/) is the EU digital platform for cultural heritage.
Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci, Girl with a Pearl Earring by Johannes Vermeer, the works of
Charles Darwin and Isaac Newton and the music of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart are some of
the highlights on Europeana. More than 3.000 institutions across Europe have contributed to
Europeana. These range from major international names like the Rijksmuseum in
Amsterdam, the British Library and the Louvre to regional archives and local museums from
every member of the European Union. Together, their assembled collections let users
explore Europe's cultural and scientific heritage from prehistory to the modern day. There
are a number of projects – the Europeana Group – that are contributing technology
solutions and content to Europeana. These projects are run by different cultural heritage
institutions, and are part-funded by the European Commission's eContentplus programme
and the Information and Communications Technologies Policy Support Programme.
Europeana gives access to different types of content from different types of heritage
institutions. It gives the possibility to explore 54.227.311 artworks, artefacts, books, videos
and sounds from across Europe. The digital objects that users can find in Europeana are not
stored on a central computer, but remain with the cultural institution and are hosted on
their networks. Europeana collects contextual information – or metadata – about the items,
including a small picture. Users search this contextual information. Once they find what they
are looking for, if they want to access the full content of the item, they can click through to
the original site that holds the content.

Figure 4 - Europeana home page

Europeana provides two main services to bring rich cultural heritage to the audiences:
a) Europeana Application Programming Interface (API). This API can be used in order to
search, retrieve and display Europeana collections in external websites and applications.
b) Europeana Search Widget. This widget can be added to a blog or website, and display
relevant content (based on pre-configured filters such as media type, copyright status or
providing country) from the Europeana database.

2.5

Learning Resource Exchange

The Learning Resource Exchange (http://lreforschools.eun.org) is a service that enables
schools to find educational content from many different countries and providers. It was
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developed in order to provide Ministries of Education with access to a network of learning
content repositories and associated tools that allow them to more easily exchange high
quality learning resources that ‘travel well’ and can be used by teachers in different
countries. The LRE makes it possible to search and discover learning assets and resources
from 78 content providers. The vast majority of LRE content is provided under a Creative
Commons license, an internationally recognized scheme that helps define the spectrum of
possibilities between full copyright and the public domain.
Anyone is able to browse content in the LRE federation of repositories and teachers that
register can also use LRE social tagging tools, rate LRE content, save their favorite resources
and share links to these resources with their friends and colleagues. Additional resources
from new content partners are also being regularly included in the LRE and the amount of
content that schools can access is still growing rapidly. The visitor is able to search for
content using various parameters, like keywords, languages, subjects, providers, resource
type, age range, etc.

Figure 5 - Learning Resource Exchange home page

3 Potential cooperation
European projects
3.1

between

NEStOR

and

other

Cooperation between NEStOR and eTwinning

eTwinning is a successful project with impact at European level. Its services and outcomes
can be used by NEStOR, by the following means.
a) eTwinning kits. The eTwinning project has introduced the concepts of project kits.
Ready-made project kits are step-by-step guides to successful eTwinning plus projects.
Project kits can be used as benchmarks for teachers who wish to implement similar
projects, or as tools for inspiration for fresh ideas. The educational scenarios produced
by partner schools of NEStOR project can potentially become eTwinning kits.
b) eTwinning projects. As eTwinning is a project promoting the transnational cooperation
between schools, the European Web School Radio that will be introduced by the NEStOR
project can be used for the implementation of eTwinning projects. Such projects can be
2016‐1‐EL01‐KA201‐023575
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for example (a) the implementation of collaborative transnational radio shows between
schools located at different European countries and (b) the implementation of projects
promoting the media literacy using the European School Radio model.

3.2

Cooperation between NEStOR and Photodentro

Photodentro provides a set of educational content in the form of OERs which are available in
various formats, like texts, videos, presentations, flash, etc. This content can be used by the
NEStOR project in the following means:
a) Re-use of educational resources. The OERs of Photodentro can be re-used by NEStOR in
order to provide to European School Radio users additional knowledge on issues
concerning concepts related to Web School Radio, like music, media literacy and other
concepts related to NEStOR radio model (e.g. media, journalism, sound engineering).
b) Sharing of educational scenarios for the use of Web School Radio. This aspect of
cooperation concerns only the Greek teachers involved in the Web School Radio. The
educational scenarios that will be developed by the school partners of NEStOR could be
appropriately adapted in order to be included in the Photodentro/Open Educational
Practices (http://photodentro.edu.gr/oep) which is the Greek repository of Open
Educational Practices for the primary and secondary education. This repository hosts
various educational practices that are applied by Greek educators and shared by them,
in order to inspire their colleagues and the broader educational community.

3.3

Cooperation between NEStOR and Open Discovery Space

ODS is a well-known European repository that collects OERs from various resources, bringing
together many communities of European teachers which have common interests. The
context of cooperation between NEStOR and ODS project can potentially be the following:
a) Re-use of educational resources. ODS can be used for searching and re-using
educational content which can be appropriately adapted to the needs of NEStOR project
(e.g. used for training and educational purposes). These resources can cover various
concepts related to the NEStOR Web School Radio.
b) Collaboration with ODS communities. The NEStOR project can contribute to the
communities of ODS project (http://www.opendiscoveryspace.eu/communities) and
extending them with the new European School Radio community that will be generated
within NEStOR project, enhancing in this way the European dimension of Web School
Radio and promoting the collaboration between schools. Furthermore, potential
cooperation between the NEStOR community and those registered at ODS can
potentially investigated, in the case that common interests exist.

3.4

Cooperation between NEStOR and Europeana

As Europeana is the European digital platform for cultural heritage, it can be used by the
NEStOR project as a resource for the history of music and arts. The resources that are
aggregated by Europeana can be used for the production of radio shows that deal with the
music and especially its history, across the various European countries.
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3.5

Cooperation between NEStOR and Learning Resource Exchange

As was stated at the previous section, LRE is a service that enables schools to find
educational content from many different countries and providers. This educational content
can be appropriately re-used by the NEStOR project and adapted to its specific educational
and training needs covering a variety of topics, like digital sound processing, web Radio
broadcasting, content design for radio production, etc.

4 Conclusion
The purpose of this deliverable was to present potential cooperation between the NEStOR
project and other projects and networked European platforms which are already used by the
education and school community. From the aforementioned discussion it seems that there
are many changes of cooperation between NEStOR and other European projects, especially
between them providing educational content in the form of open educational resources.

Disclaimer:
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This
publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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